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Eé HIT® ASS 3T BE HAJTET Hdd] Si

7 WSS RS AfA3 1 < e, gadre Fdier, &dt 3t e Tal <y
\ IfATS-gIA AETEleT, 7 Uddt € H3 3 aardt AHH BHES J|
3 ' h P cTHod B @ wd g9 JE wEaT Ja adl 318

WH 98 WA B W Hig A2 Afa3 Jafeal, <t ot B
T M3 0w sl B2 M T A I8 I S 9%, 39 < ¥E B AR
11 i1 <y g winged wirg 1 w7 € Jam | A

FIfE T8 »TH I TGN = W3 widihal B I=|

N L 7Y, A7 Tast €3 »iryi 33 efge If, 73 A gz ¥R gfym
Ay g e, 7 9 W i 9 fae w4 S 2

39 3 7R U 3T, urshu &t feg udSt wingt g 2 Afa < feg uadt e Hag
AT, St wiHt BAT YISt AT 1 HE It HE Afd 3arGe It 2 ot for ua3t &t gt uret
Hic &t <3P Huzt @ v <f 89 Aara ¥ If, Aff<t frg Jaead I 2 At A uzT 3 &
A T Sfauts < HP g3t I, w3 T93l/Ied3 © Adfd & 7t AHE w3 =farfrs =
TS T TUTI/HS IS 2
St 7 Y31 J Ff A Ja1 gU wirad Here, € Hid uet g 3 5@ 9% Afaat oy
I 391 gU ASTE 3 WTad sHEMS @fam adt 2 3 fog Arae 3 g ot 716 fe®H 3 af /3
39 Bt fosras g Ager, AfazT Hid urel g1 © 9 Se HI™ <94 Jg | Al af A
19 AT, vy Ubrdt Afan, gret sfgrre wfar, It 3 urg Afar, uaBuard Afar 2 &t
I3 it feaat Fufbert it & AT 3 71g 2 ot 713 Ha <fd wirerg g I af <3 Aa13
o6l Uast v, »ift 7 @ 9, 39 s8s3 dt g
St wiHt AE U9t @ HP Fafe I A W@ Wiy@ HE S & g3t © Td3 @ 2 |t o
Afde MR gt caR A A Ta R s BER T A WA ugSt Wi = 2 S wit uadt s
WeH ¥ 718 AZ & ALd 9d €< ©f WIBYATg8M3 TTHS dd6 § HIEWdl 3det &dt
THSR 2 BT 31 83 J A il uast § gAs HiA MR I, wud sgsT @ st A1 A6
TI3%, BI@ WS Hi, 3 grelt AT @ 7HER Wi §a&t | HP Wy AT 8HE I J|
et e I, ud g1 ud3t w1 Ut wiwd gn A BE §31g J, wafret <fy < g afe
H 77 Ifar| e ded Hu o<t gu & g €< 9wd adl, Afe I3 9rdi<t gdd 9 319
HOZ It »iA BT84 gl © Ae 2fd adl »1 3J| <R BT af YaHTE 9997 3 <fg
§€ 9dd T H'R U f gd © AHTd! <fg Hebn 71 3far, YaH'e 393 TR <8 | A< o<
89 Wg Ut <fg 31 At wirg3 Wi | fom <fam Btw &t 7y St At wiafam Wiz st
At < SaHTg 9 I6, A 7/ 7THS 578 ATgT Wd Srgfr, »ift 1 < 2d3< I, :j
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feget 2fd €t TiF < »if gt 7 978< © 919f& I 2 &d1 | feg A3 996 98T @08 Jd
I& 13 frg HAY & At T Higw3 HAE3 97 wieeT 3, AfF <2 73T WaeTs WSt J1
fog Ag Higt I Hufert & 9583 At Afge Unf &7 |

fog At 394 GATd w3 AR AT afea’ ufitd gadvie J8i & geme 2 fegsi
Afgaa ITH SIPTSIT T HTE 213 T IdaT §< Afdle, Af J¢! gwd3 < Hed3
Y 3 Faf §6e1 4, “J Hed3T, 3g IS8T T 6T Hed J=ar |

Hed31 §3 Haf3 dehii, Afe3 gaeil 8T ad37aa8e @8 § HJ g3 med & 8T
g1 fod He I HE AT I9&T It a1 oft wryi e o 2

AlaFT TUUtS, ahdratfi & ubmBd, ot forg WYt It dadhui 33T miryi gaTengi 2
HTHATIT 316 Wa™ 8 AaAmi »iryf g8 2 fog A3 gwd3 <t UTred o3t 96 7 Ay
HiGh, yd fog surf o 71 93 &dl Idhir|

Afeat Wt el @1 JaTgt &t 3 A% 18 96d o ©U § 39 ff, Afg: g8t vy
det Gug Afge A3 919 2o, §I&T © HAIAAE 31 ol I i, wirl 3T €I IIBI& &
B JuHt wf 3t Afgd Ade 3T g g 72| A safd ga e efa Jawremm A st gat @
J&H T, 8 UT, HJIS HTd d &M 3 01 niryt 2 1 »ud T wig! 9da |

gt & WU wige UTT 9da It U3 BT J Ff A8 Hiufert & & Arg i wifur 3
A HHfert utss 38| femer aifrs 31 J AT, yg gg3ft € wiafATA &dt | yar migfAmA J
e 31 §7 Hufert | Tt =f9 3fa1 U1 aafe <G Wt v 3 & Hdtd 1 »mud Adta <fa
feg ArewTd Tge =f31, 3 2fd Ha HI & AaH =37, ffa I3t 771 A1 HE s, et wyaT
HY &1 <t g1y 3 W U39 TaT YHIET Safenst, THTROAT| 3HT BT3 BIThonT| YZarienT,
o gras gationfT| 3H ATE 818t 83ad 36T AfHTen, W gt <t 3973t gia &t 8314l
| A< 3773 3361 Wyt a1, »irt 303t St g€ Aeia | Ud 7 wiAg Had 78 AaHd
98 Jd1, BHQ Bfye Bt N3 78 d98 I | AfGd Hub T HaasT &7 o137, 89 J9 3
< HAITST IS € 198 &di ?

<Y 99 T HIS A T YIS Tf5 | <1 <3< ol gA3T| 991 »H Ui 818 39 AgS
T AT 83 o HIS B! 3T &S Fathrzt Hidheri, Gaat Therf E31 § Bfgz aifer, wmd A
&1 o8 gaaT | mufmyat uftg a7 Kt gat gfetien gy Jatfen| g€ gfe 84 9T
FBE IS I | Uyt BrsTe J& T& Ag® w18 73| Hufert &7 His 3 Jifrs
1 stg gt ¥g B2 | §9 <fef & Ia €3 Afurfonr| Af8 <t 23 <3 »ignd Irdgrdt
Biz9 9t Uil TsAed 81 99 3, A »ufmuat 2feft & 5983 7t 95| Ta3t Hrufui 3
g fog wiufrya/Br3™ I6, Afedt T @ ef 31 dt &dt 71 Aaer|

fefrguzardt a8 T8 »erd Je v T8 &dl, IR Frderdt Bt efef eurg
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;i <34t It < IGaf, ua =fefrgst »rufumug (Agde dug) et wdt It Irdiet | wiuhmua I;
<fafhrgen §3 »iuet ATdt B3 ®feTed dda @& I grdie, 3 <fehirget ond fer
T AITS TId1 dTd 9% T8 7198 feans ©f AfgAe daat 78 3 €30 IaH I, 7
U FIeT| JIfos T R §3 A3 3 <371 QUaTd 1 ot Iifors BT 2T T Bt T
fere nigfAmA 3 2

AT J AT & AfdT fH 9d T, T8 34 9f 713 I8 AHIs B3 3fat fla dad g3 e=
3t nl BT AAd®T 9361 5d1 3BT | 7 HAdMT &1 wrdte 31 »dr&T ?Agw of g9e7 feg
STHAI AT €’ Bdfe 7 IR €3 € 37T SUATd I Ud WIS IS &T A 3T AT B
g B TR I5 <8 Afgz §uwr st ki Afed ooz, frg g s T st g
Ao, € € 3d frage 371 | aTHIIUS g8 & WA 3 gdH §3 B Hewl

&THAA ¢ w1 31 g € for 39t v der J Afe 8 T § 9ege gt Ifar I=1 €9
T Ja1 I, AT &t | €T fed © T3 wuET i1 geer8< <dan €% 3t Afar 9 A
3, U WU 3 = »idfimm U8 &a1 de 31 W9 afF Aergdt Agef) ger Jar frers &dt 5
|

H 1985 2fg HTHA 2fg IT I7daR »3ddTHI! Wed 18 T 3VKdIe 7| 7€ A€ Bar
31 HTHS 2 9t AT gHt ATgf3 w1 YAl 2fg ATaeTd Mg 9dd <A I1d 8T8 d
YRIRIATE »E W »ubrud 3. JII9YH I Al & He Aty W3 et af« Ga W we e
HY< Hdd We JIHi| foa AedH3 et O, forg JfA @ 9878 Bl ©nf AT JaaT ¢
HHZ | w3 T HUTHRET, et W3S " HadT | gHl B Hadht &1 Jafe @8 § BH3
HSE &7 1 N9 88 fog 319 937 a1 wifen| foq 7ae &8 3t o 991s HBd <fg ARla =1t
fesAS g 11| 797 7Y af A HIIS § ies aaH It g7 et 3 qfar gar I

Had&T T8 Je7, fog Hafq Ae< &dl d<, Adl AddsT qdei gg31 @/d Aa< W
98% 3 A U IJf It et Ia, AfA BEl 7o &t 1S I =1 HE AdI™T 2 s
gt gfs Ssi i3 7, foA g ST gt vy S grdidt| HadrsT Heel @ Ha3™ a4l

i< Ugl U g IS W3 UM B HIfH »J8 ATee W3 HIER I8, J8dl 8 g€d3
T WA BIB TS UMD Uit U3 I51 BT © »ur 8T o 18 1% <fg 9t dc &dt
THN 7Tg »id 3 A Wi e Ul mHts dY ger adl Hishn, 1§ A3 yadt aHaa 34911
afgaf Gaat T Ha ged3 €8 J|

ffH AdaTeT afi g < a2 7 5t THM A3 &dl, Ied3 T I8 J, Jed3 T gu d
ATE <Id0 J | WAt T3t €3 w3 AvA =fg 9f gafa 3 Hie 9, fere HesT 7ed Adds «F
TIMH JPAE I | 7 Tt ATt IfeaT3 § 31 W J Ud, Ud 9993 98 Ufs 996 9dd 71g 38
IBT I I M3 TAS A BT U I J|
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R 1 yZIrEt B, gTI3 W3 WU Ygfg3lan=t € mHgE T I I | T
AT I3 (A eI MEHe) © A2 N8 Ia | TF g6 I © Wiy Jf3/erfee
St 9378 ¥% I6 Jgud3l 7Y It frsAst AaHH/AR § for 3% d d€ Aa<t | yd fer efg
STHIJUS St et 7ard &l |
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Book Reviews

Marge Piercy’'s Woman on the Edge of Time (1976)

Dr Tasneem Kousar

What if the technology created to liberate us could also
become the technology that controls us? This question
lies at the heart of Marge Piercy’s Woman on the Edge
of Time (1976), a feminist speculative fiction. The
novel takes readers into the troubled life of Connie
Ramos, a poor Mexican-American woman whose
experiences are shaped by poverty, racism, sexism,
domestic violence, motherhood and institutional
control. After an incident involving her niece Dolly and
Dolly's abusive pimp, Connie is committed to a
psychiatric institution. Inside the institution, Connie
encounters doctors who claim to know what is best for
her. Her body and mind therefore become objects of
institutional power. Connie’s reality suddenly opens
onto another possibility. Through Luciente, a visitor
from the future, she encounters Mattapoisett—a
radically different society where gender inequality has
been challenged, childcare is communal, reproduction
has been technologically transformed and social life is
organized around greater equality. Mattapoisett is not
simply a technologically advanced version of
contemporary America but entire social structure is
different. Mattapoisett represents many feminist hopes
of the 1970s.

Technology in the novel is not merely background. It
becomes a literary metaphor for power like Brooder
becomes possible liberation from  biological
constraints. Instead of pregnancy being exclusively
carried by women's bodies, reproductive technology
allows babies to develop outside the human womb.
This has a major feminist implication. Piercy imagined

a society where women could be freed from
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compulsory pregnancy. Piercy emphasizes on the
transformation which liberates females from the
obligation of reproduction and provides them a chance
to master their own bodies. Piercy repeatedly makes the
female body central to the narrative. Thus, the body
becomes a literary site of power.

The novel presents exciting and interesting ideas
regarding family system by challenging the traditional
nuclear family system as in Mattapoisett, children are
not dependent exclusively upon biological parents.
Most notably, people aren’t referred to by gender, they
all use the non-gendered pronoun “per”. All parents are
mothers and all children are raised by three mothers,
none of whom are directly biologically related.
Childcare is communal. The idea of LGBT is also
discussed by Piercy to deal with the problem of
heterosexuality and male-female binary to break the
strength of patriarchal norms, it depicts writer’s
knowledge about newly emerged voices of queer
identities in the 70s. All individuals enjoy liberty as full
individual. In Mattapoisett each person lives in a
private tent or one-room home and adopted parents are
in charge of providing care and upbringing until they
reach puberty. Each individual chooses their own
name, as well as the subject of study, career and beliefs
that best suit their interests. Literary style of Woman on
the Edge of Time is a blending of different genres,
Piercy combines, social realism, feminist fiction,
science fiction, utopian fiction, dystopian fiction,
psychological fiction and political fiction. Piercy's
writing is deliberately political because she does not

hide her concern with, patriarchy, capitalism, racism,
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class inequality, environmental destruction and
institutional oppression. The large number of political
ideas overwhelm the narrative and novel becomes
overly didactic as Sometimes characters seem to
explain Piercy's political ideas rather than behaving
naturally. This book is particularly recommended for
readers who are curious about the relationship between
feminism, technology and society. It will appeal to
students of literature, gender studies, social sciences
and philosophy as well as anyone interested in
equality,
institutional power and technological progress. Most

questions of reproductive freedom,
importantly, it is a valuable choice for readers who do
not simply want to imagine the future but want to know
who will control it, whose interests it will serve and
whether technological progress will truly make human
life more free and what we might lose in the process

Woman on the Edge of Time remains highly relevant
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even today because some of the questions that Piercy
raises have become more complicated and crucial with
today's technologies. Mattapoisett uses technology to
reduce oppression, particularly through reproductive
technology but the alternative dystopian future uses
technology for surveillance, exploitation, hierarchy and
human commodification. This conflict is very
contemporary because readers today face debates
regarding Al, biotechnology, genetic engineering,
reproductive technologies and data surveillance so
recent scholarship specifically can continue to examine
the novel through technology and instrumental
rationality. Though the book is not easy read due to
political and philosophical insights for common readers
but overall the book did a good job of showing how
social structure could turn out with several different and

unique scenarios.

World War and World Peace in the Age of Digital Capitalism by Christian Fuchs

Fakiha Noor

Christian Fuchs's World War and World Peace in the
Age of Digital Capitalism, published in 2025, is a roller
coaster of a philosophical wake-up call and a digital-era
tract that has the temerity to ask: Can peace endure the
power of algorithms? How do violence and war
manifest themselves in global digital capitalism? How
do digital capitalism and digital technologies manifest
themselves in violence and warfare? (Fuchs 2025, 2).
The book is concerned with how digital capitalism
amplifies international conflict and how peace needs to
be re-imagined in a world dominated by data
monopolies and algorithmic domination. Fuchs takes
the detour of the resources from Galtung &

Baurdrillard’s detailed concept of violence to Marxist
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theory of socialism, with critical media studies and
political philosophy, to contend that digital
technologies are not impersonal instruments but
prolongations of capitalist power that tend both to
provoke and repress violence and knock at the door of
“Toward Perpetual Peace” by Immanuel Kant.

The book deals with: () ‘digital Militarism” (Fuchs,
2025, 69), the militarization of social media and
surveillance technology in contemporary warfare
(Russia and Ukraine), which is basically critiqued with
the ‘“Promethean Gap” by Anders; (i) ‘ideological
polarization’ (Fuchs, 2025, 193), which deals with how
online spaces create extremism and destabilize

democratic public discourse and makes a convergence




of an analysis of political and military global digital
globalism, which focuses on China, NATO, the U.S.,
and Russia; (iil) and ‘peace as praxis’ (Fuchs 2025,
231), which reposes peace not as a political slogan but
as an ethical demand grounded in human vulnerability
and emancipation. When Fuchs says, "Digital
capitalism is not just about profit—it is about control,
domination and the potential annihilation of humanity"
(Fuchs 2025, 7).

One of the most contentious assertions of the book is
that digital capitalism is inherently predisposed to war.

Fuchs contends that profit-motivated tech monopolies
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automatically side with militaristic causes. Although1
persuasive, this perspective threatens to oversimplify.

Not every digital innovation contributes to conflict but

some can promote international cooperation and

peacemaking. Fuchs's critique of surveillance
capitalism is strong but his rejection of tech's potential
for peace rings one-sided. In addition to the
counterpoint that Fuchs views digital platforms as
instruments of oppression, others contend that they can
movements and democratize

CMpower  mass

information.

I Am an Arab: Poetry, Identity and Resistance in Marwan Makhoul

Qaisar Waheed

Marwan Makhoul is a Palestinian poet who was
born on the 2nd of July, 1979, in the village of
Beqai’a, Upper Galilee, a village that is not yet
officially recognized, as it is one of the few Arab
Palestinian villages to be established after the
Nakba. Born to a Palestinian father and a Lebanese
mother, he grew up in a family that was struggling to
verify the existence of its emerging village. He was
greatly influenced by his family’s patriotic spirit and
communist mentality. He was also involved in
political activism and worked at the age of seven,
along with his father, as a distributor for the Party’s
newspaper Al-Ittihad. After working for a while
with his father in the field of construction, he left in
order to forge his own path. Between his work in
construction and that of literature, his personality’s
features grew clearer, causing his poems to reflect
both the lived experience and the spirit of the street.
Makhoul has several works published in poetry,

prose, and drama, including his first work of prose,
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A Letter from the Last Man (self-published, 2002),
his first play, This isn’t Noah’s Ark (Akka Theatre,
2009) and collections of poetry including Ard
al-Hazinah (Land of the Sad
Passiflora), published in 2011. His poems have been

al-Bassiflora

translated into many languages, and some of them

have been turned into distinctive songs,
documentaries and theatrical and artistic works. He
is mainly investing his time in poetry-reading
evenings and other musical poetry readings on local
and international stages. In his poem An Arab at Ben
Gurion Airport, Makhoul shows that even an airport
is a necropolitical space where a Palestinian has to
prove his identity, which is considered suspicious.
The poem starts with a courageous announcement
when the speaker says, “I am an Arab,” which
expresses his identity as well as satirically
challenges a power structure that looks at an Arab
Palestinian suspiciously. In the poetry of Makhoul,

apart from the traditional meaning, the concept of
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identity emerges as a complex and political process.
According to his poetic voice, identity is not a fixed
reality, but it is an unstable essence that is fractured
and contested. In his poetry, Palestinian identity
develops under the pressure of the politics of death,
where the necropolitical state paralyzes life through
check-posts and military siege. As the life and death
of a Palestinian are in the hands of the necropolitical
forces, he can never celebrate a complete identity.
He shows that identity in Palestine is a production of
racialized power structures that present the
Palestinians as a racial threat. In Identity, he presents
identity as a fractured and controversial entity that is
actually a result of the pressure of necropolitical and
racialized states. He adopts an interrogative and
negative mode in the poem when he says, “I'm
unfamiliar with refugee camps”, “I'm unfamiliar
with tear gas” and “I'm unfamiliar with myself”.
Identity appears as a process of negotiation where an
individual is in a continuous process of shaping his
identity. He raises questions about his identity and
gives it new meanings in a new context. This
negotiation is a continuous dialogue with the
political, social, and historical powers. In this way,
identity becomes such a site where different powers
collide, and the identity of the individuals remains
variable. Ultimately, his poetic voice demonstrates
that identity crisis is a structural and organized
reality that is maintained through a nexus of power
and politics where the identity of a Palestinian is not
recognized. He suffers from a suspended identity as
his life is under the siege of the necropolitical
government that deprives him of his human dignity.
His poetry exposes the limits and weaknesses of
frameworks imposed by the racialized power
structures and demonstrate how necropolitics and
race are connected with each other where the

occupied forces use racial hierarchy as tool and

decide the lives of the Palestinians. Language is also
an important source to reclaim agency in Makhoul’s
poetry. The necropolitical power structures distort
the voice of the oppressed and erase their stories
through censorship and restrictions on narratives.
They control their voice and deprive them of
freedom of expression. In such circumstances, the
poetic voice of Makhoul becomes a tool of
resistance to reclaim agency. He narrates the stories
of the Palestinians and preserves their identity and
dignity through the power of his language in a
controlled environment. At one side, his language is
in danger under the powerful structure whereas at
another side, it is an effective way of restoring
agency. In his poetry, an alternative future is not
separate from the past, but it emerges from the
continuity of the past. It shows that the future is not a
new beginning; it is the next chapter of a continuous
story in which collective agency plays an important
role, as it not only keeps the people alive but also
strengthens them to imagine a brighter future. In
conclusion, Makhoul’s poetry demonstrates that
poetry can become a powerful means of confronting
erasure, racial prejudice, and the politics of death.
Through irony, self-assertion, and the power of
language, his poetic voice refuses to remain silent
under structures that attempt to control Palestinian
identity and existence. His poetry not only narrates
the experiences of Palestinians but also preserves
their dignity, agency, and collective memory. By
connecting the struggles of the past with the
possibilities of the future, he shows that poetry can
keep people’s voice alive and enable them to

imagine a future beyond oppression and erasure.
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systematic and critical English education
more necessary than ever.

This transformation is consistent with Henry
Jenkins's concept of participatory culture.
Jenkins observes that digital media have
blurred the distinction between producers
and consumers

of knowledge and have

created environments in which people
participate, create, share, and collaborate. He
also argues that teachers remain important in
such environments because they can guide
students in

evaluating information,

developing strategies for research, and
negotiating the ethical challenges of digital
cultures. The implication for English studies
is clear: students should not merely consume
Al-generated language and literature; they
should learn how to question, evaluate,

revise, contextualize, and ethically use such

material.
Indeed, the use of online resources for
language learning  predates  artificial

intelligence. Even before the emergence of
generative Al, students were using Google,

online dictionaries, pronunciation tools,

grammar checkers, translation services,
language-learning applications, and digital
libraries to improve their English. Al is
therefore better understood as an advanced
extension of this technological development
rather than as a completely unprecedented
replacement for human learning. If Google

did not eliminate libraries, teachers,

universities, or academic disciplines, there is
little reason to assume that Al will eliminate
English language and literature studies.
What it will do is change the way these
subjects are taught and learned.

The most important transformation required
is therefore curricular. English language and
literature teaching must move beyond an
excessive emphasis on traditional grammar,
literary history, memorization, and the
reproduction of established interpretations.
These remain important foundations, but
they need to be complemented by critical
communication,

thinking, critical

Al-assisted  writing, prompt literacy,

Al-supported translation, digital discourse
analysis, media literacy, and digital
humanities. In this model, AI becomes a tool
for enhancing English language and literary
education rather than a technology for
eliminating it.
Katherine Hayles's scholarship
connects literature with digital technologies
and has been particularly important to the
development of digital humanities and
electronic literature. From this perspective,
Al

should become and

of English

a new object

instrument studies: students
should learn not only how to use AI for
writing but also how Al changes the concepts
of authorship, creativity, interpretation,
reading, and textuality.

For example, with the assistance of Al, it is
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The changing nature of English in the digital
age has already been recognized by linguists.
David Crystal, one of the leading scholars of
language and the Internet, argues that digital
communication has created new varieties and
forms of linguistic interaction rather than
simply destroying traditional language. His
work on Internet linguistics demonstrates
that the Internet has become a new medium
for linguistic creativity, communication, and
language change.

Evidently, the use of the English language

and the creation and circulation of English Dr. Zia Ahmed

literature have spread far and wide through

o o English in this informal sense is not
the democratization of communication on

) ) o sufficient to justify discontinuing the
social media and digital platforms. A large

. teaching of English language and literature
number of people today have acquired the

. ) o in the classroom. On the contrary, the advent
ability to use English for communication on

. . ) ) ) ) of artificial intelligence (AI), which has
social media and, increasingly, in their

) ) . extended the reach of English language and
everyday lives. However, knowing or using

literature to almost everyone, makes
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now possible to generate a sonnet, short
story, essay, screenplay, or even a song
within seconds. Yet the mere production of a
text does not necessarily constitute literary
Questions arise

creativity. immediately

about intention, experience, emotion,
imagination, context, originality, authorship,
and ethical responsibility. Al may produce
technically competent language, but the

human dimensions of literature remain
subjects of critical inquiry. Consequently,
the English professor is increasingly needed
to help students distinguish between
linguistic production and meaningful human
expression.

Therefore, the role of the English language
and literature teacher in the classroom has
arguably become more significant than ever.
The teacher is no longer simply a transmitter
of information. The professor increasingly
functions as an interpreter, facilitator,
evaluator, mentor, and intellectual guide.
Students need to learn how to identify
multiple interpretations of a literary text,
compare competing interpretations, examine
the assumptions behind them, and construct
their own arguments. When Al can instantly
provide several interpretations of a poem or
novel, the teacher's responsibility is to teach
students how to evaluate those
interpretations rather than simply accept the
one that appears most convincing.

For Pakistan, the significance of English

R

language and English studies may be even

greater in the emerging digital future.

English provides Pakistani students and

scholars with access to international

academic communities, global research,
digital resources, professional networks, and
international scholarship. It enables students
to communicate with researchers and
institutions beyond national boundaries and
to participate more effectively in global
academic and technological conversations.
At the same time, English provides access to
an enormous body of knowledge in science,
technology, business, media, and the
humanities. Consequently, the importance of

English in Pakistan is unlikely to decline;

rather, its role may become more
interdisciplinary and technologically
oriented.

Consequently, university departments of
English need to become increasingly

interdisciplinary. They can bring together

literature, language, linguistics, artificial
intelligence, media studies, communication,
digital humanities, cultural studies, and
computational approaches to language. Such
an interdisciplinary environment would not
diminish English studies; it would renew
them. English departments should become
places where students learn not merely how
to use English but how English functions in
an increasingly technological, global, and

algorithmic world.
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The Art of Paying Attention

By: Muhammad Saad Aslam
Assistant Registrar, BGNU Nankana Sahib.

This is an invisible crisis taking place within the
walls of universities, but it has nothing to do with
the design of the curriculum or teacher shortage. It
is all about the lack of attention. Young people
spend hours sitting in lecture halls with their
physical presence but not being mentally there,
browsing their social media, responding to
notifications, switching between ten browser
windows. Once considered to be the most
fundamental prerequisite for intellectual life, the
capacity to concentrate on a single idea for a
considerable amount of time is now regarded as a
rare ability.

This problem is not generational. In a great deal, it
is intentional. Today’s platforms and apps, which
define the lives of the youth, were developed by
some of the best behavioral scientists out there.
Each message, each “like”, each swipe on an
algorithmically chosen photo is designed to induce
a little dopamine rush, enough to keep you coming
back for more, but never enough to fully satisfy
you. It has led to a generation that is at once the
most connected and most distracted in history.

For a university student, there are grave
implications. Deep learning, the type of learning
that allows for true comprehension, demands
intense focus. To read an intricate text, to struggle
with a complex argument, to think about a problem
until its solution becomes clear, none of this can
happen in someone who has acquired the need for
constant stimulation. As Simone Weil once noted,
attention is one of the purest acts of generosity. It
has become increasingly difficult for us even to
practice this generosity towards ourselves.

The very city housing this university has, within it,
a long-standing tradition of contemplation. This
very soil from where Guru Nanak Dev Ji, had
started his spiritual journey, had got a degree of
attention which was far beyond the intellectual
realm. His focus was not only intellectual but rather
devout and transformative in nature. The very
process of ‘Ardaas’ entails complete concentration
towards something larger. This tradition teaches us
a lesson which needs no introduction in the context
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of the modern-day student. Focused attention is not
simply a skill of mind but that of reverence.
Perhaps it would be worthwhile to consider what
exactly we miss out on when we fail at paying
attention. What we miss out on, for example, is the
ability to sit down and get lost in a book. We miss
out on the skill and art of listening to someone else
in their entirety without planning our reply. We
miss out on the hard work and grind of learning
something in its entirety without being able to learn
a hack or shortcut for it, something that takes years
and is not reduced to a social media reel.

This is by no means an argument for rejecting
technology and returning to a past. Digital literacy
itself is a vital skill to develop in the modern world,
and technology has democratized access to
knowledge in truly remarkable ways. The
argument is not against technology, but for intent,
for creating an intentional approach to our tools
instead of simply using them as they come.

In practice this might translate into setting aside
time every day to read with no screen in sight. This
can be attending a lecture without having the phone
in hand. Maybe it means sitting through a few
minutes of boredom instead of rushing off to find a
distraction, because boredom, it seems, is often the
waiting room of creativity.

Universities have come into existence on account
of the realization by humanity somewhere down
the line that certain types of knowledge and
wisdom were worth pursuing patiently and
thoroughly. This is why Baba Guru Nanak
University, which has been named in honor of an
individual who searched for truth through great
perseverance, bears this burden with all
earnestness. Its students inherit not only a degree
but also a legacy of earnest inquiry.

The outside world will always be noisy. The
notifications will keep coming. However, the
students who, during these years, learn to stay
quiet, to read attentively, to think profoundly, and
to focus intently hold something within them that
cannot be replicated or replaced by any algorithm.
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A Tribute to Late Dr. Naseeb Ahmad

i

Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi rajiun

With profound grief, deep sorrow and a heavy heart, the Department of Physics, Baba Guru
Nanak University, Nankana Sahib, mourns the tragic and untimely passing of Late Dr. Naseeb
Ahmad, Associate Professor and Chairperson, Department of Physics. His sudden death in a
tragic road accident at about 11:00 p.m. on Saturday, 13 June 2026, involving a loader trolley
on Farooqabad-Manawala Link Road, has left the entire department, university community,
students, colleagues and friends in a state of shock and deep sadness. In this tragic incident,
his sister-in-law also lost her life, while his brother was severely injured. We pray that Allah
Almighty grants the departed souls the highest ranks in Jannat-ul-Firdous and blesses the
injured with complete and speedy recovery. Ameen.

The Department of Physics, in collaboration with the Physics Society, organized a
Quran-Khawani for the departed soul of Late Dr. Naseeb Ahmad on Monday, 15 June 2026.
Baba Guru Nanak University also organized a condolence reference in memory of Late Dr.
Naseeb Ahmad on Wednesday, 17 June 2026 in the University Seminar Hall, to pay tribute to
his valuable contributions to academia, the university, and humanity at large. The event was
attended by faculty members, administrative officers and students who gathered to honour his
services and express their grief over his untimely demise. The family of Late Dr. Naseeb
Ahmad also participated in the condolence reference, including Mr. Saad Ahmad Ishaq (son),
Mr. Abdul Hameed (brother) and other family members. Dr. Hashim Farooq moderated the
proceedings of the condolence reference.

Dr. Naseeb Ahmad (late) will be remembered for the beauty of his character and the sincerity
of his personality. His humility, generosity, sincerity and human values made him not only a
respected teacher and scholar but also a deeply loved and admired person.

Late Dr. Naseeb Ahmad will always remain in our prayers, our memories and the history of
the Department of Physics, Baba Guru Nanak University.

May Allah Almighty forgive his shortcomings, elevate his ranks, and grant him eternal peace.
Ameen.

Dr. Hashim Farooq
Department of Physics, BGNU, Nankana Sahib
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